Off-track betting plan approved

By LISA GRZYBOSKI
Courier-Post Staff

CHERRY HILL - The township planning board unanimously approved late Monday night an application to bring simulcast horse racing to a site that once featured the real thing.

GS Park Racing, LP will now move forward with a plan to build an off-track betting club on property at the former Garden State Park racetrack.

The club -- called "Favorites at Garden State Park" -- will be constructed on 10 acres along Route 70 next to the old gatehouse that used to welcome visitors to the horse racetrack, which closed the spring of 2001.

The planning board granted approval for a 32,805-square-foot building, but the developer will first construct about 27,800 square feet and then add the remaining space at a later date, said Barbara Casey, the attorney for GS Park Racing.

The club will include a circular bar near the entrance, a wagering area and two large lounges where people can watch televisions broadcasting live horse races from across the country. Designs also show a VIP section, outside smoking area, counter for food sales and event room, which will only be opened to accommodate large crowds during busy race days such as the Kentucky Derby and Preakness.

The developer will completely renovate the deteriorating gatehouse, which is the only remnant of the old racetrack still left standing.

"There was nothing surprising about the approval tonight," said Casey on Monday after the meeting. "The application was free of variances and there was a lot of communication between the township and the applicant over the past year."

GS Park Racing must now apply with the New Jersey Racing Commission for a state license to operate its off-track betting club, Casey said.

Construction isn't likely to begin until early next year, she said.

GS Park Racing is owned by Pennwood Racing Inc. -- a 50/50 partnership between Penn National Gaming and Greenwood Racing that owns Philadelphia Park.
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