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Camden County Board of Freeholders                                    August 27, 2007
520 Market Street - 8th Floor

Camden, NJ   08102
Dear Freeholders,


We, the leaders of the Cherry Hill Woodland Civic Association, who represent the residents within our boundaries as well as the greater interests of the remaining citizens of Cherry Hill, wish to inform you of our opposition to the plan you have authorized to move the Probation Department into the Executive Campus on Rt. 70.

We have numerous objections to the placement of this facility including, but not limited to, the concern over the influx of thousands of criminal offenders into an area adjacent to a children’s park, ball field and wooded area. Secondly, the risk to persons and property presented by its proximity to homes, some within 500 feet of the building. Third, the lack of any studies investigating its impact upon the areas businesses, traffic volume and Police patrols. 


Neither our Mayor, nor our Chief of Police, nor any Cherry Hill Citizen or Citizens’ Group, nor any private business was consulted before the space in building #5 and #6 of the Executive Campus was leased for the purpose of processing individuals on probation. This is not the benign movement of a government office from one place to another; rather, it represents a high concentration of convicted persons who statistics show have an alarming rate of recidivism.

A Probation facility at this location threatens the peace of mind of the Mothers and Fathers of our town and the safety of our many children who frequent the park area and environs around Executive Campus. The County has many facilities. We suggest you move the Probation Department to an isolated and secure area and bring a more appropriate agency to this professional office park.

The opposition by Cherry Hill residents to the existing plan is growing. We will seek all avenues available to us in order to preserve the safety and security of our homes and property against the risk presented by a high concentration of persons convicted of a broad range of crimes.

Sincerely,

_________________________________

Tony Faiola

President, Woodland Civic Association
cc. Assemblyman Louis Greenwald

      Mayor Bernie Platt

      Cherry Hill Township Council

      All Cherry Hill Civic Associations
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