S.J. development potential in spotlight at summit
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DEPTFORD

Opportunities for housing, retail, and industrial development was the theme as 300 people attended the 2007 Tri-County Economic Development Summit on Friday at the Adelphia Restaurant here.

Dozens of companies and government entities displayed information about their services and projects. Meanwhile, economic development officials from three counties gave presentations about planned building.

Guest speaker Howard Stoeckel, CEO of Wawa food markets, spoke about the growth of his company, which generated $13.9 billion in revenue last year and employs 13,000 in the region.

The summit, now in its second year, was presented by the freeholder boards of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties for the purpose of attracting and retaining businesses.

Gloucester County Freeholder-Director Stephen M. Sweeney, who called for more intercounty planning for growth, highlighted a project that will affect the whole region: the Port of Paulsboro. The venture will be Gloucester County's largest-ever economic driver, he said.

Two additional ports may be built, Sweeney said, one in neighboring Greenwich at the site of the current DuPont Repauno plant and the other in Carneys Point, Salem County.

"We can create 10,000 jobs in 10 years and have three ports," said Sweeney. "This is the place you want to be. This is the place that is going to grow. We have the land -- a lot of land -- and wonderful resources."

In Burlington County, officials touted redevelopment opportunities along the 17-mile-long "River Route," a 52-square mile corridor encompassing Route 130 and the River LINE, a light rail route.

Burlington County brochures publicize the River Route, saying it is "within one-day's drive of one-quarter of the U.S. population." The River Route drew $1 billion in new construction during 2006, according to Mark Remsa, Burlington County's economic development director.

In particular, the route has benefited Cinnaminson, which is pumping new life into old shopping centers by rebuilding, Remsa said. Riverton is planning for new shops, too, while Burlington City offers industrial space.

Projects in Camden County are varied and all over the map, according to Jeffrey Swartz, executive director of the Camden County Improvement Authority. These include waterfront development between Gloucester City and Pennsauken, a $500 million investment in new medical and educational infrastructure in Camden, 600 open acres in Cherry Hill, and a landfill capping in Bellmawr that will lead to new housing, retail and office space.

Also, a new highway interchange at Route 42 near Camden County College will open up 700 acres for development there, Swartz said.

Lisa J. Morina, executive director of Gloucester County Economic Development, said her county wants to focus on more food production and tourism. The county is semi-rural, but it also has old retail and industrial sites that need a lift.

"I am looking for brownfields redevelopment deals," Morina said.

Other Gloucester County projects include the retail/residential Rowan Boulevard project in Glassboro, the BP Crown Landing natural gas facility in Logan, and town centers in Woolwich, Washington Township and Harrison.

While touring information booths, Michael Dinella stopped to chat with Moorestown-based construction management company Greyhawk.

"We have a piece of property that we want to redevelop on the White Horse Pike," said Dinella, who is a Barrington councilman. "It's a former motel site. We are thinking about a mixed use; retail, commercial and housing."

Dinella said the summit gave him the chance to collect information from several development service companies in one place.

"I think this is a great thing. It transcends three counties, and the party lines. People are coming together for a good cause, to improve the lives of citizens," said Dinella.
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