'Sea of red' shows solidarity at Cherry Hill meeting

By BARBARA ROTHSCHILD
Courier-Post Staff


CHERRY HILL

School board members saw red -- literally -- at Tuesday's monthly meeting.

Nearly 200 members of the teachers' union attended and wore red to show solidarity and make a point about the district's failure to arrive at a new contract.

"We're here, 200 strong, a sea of red," Cherry Hill Education Association President Martin Sharofsky said.

CHEA members held up signs that read "CHEA united," "Still no contract" and "Still working."

The 1,200 members of the union, which includes teachers, school secretaries and support staff, have been without a contract since July 1.

The main sticking points involve salaries and health care benefits. Talks broke down during a long state-mediated bargaining session on Aug. 30.

The mediator suggested a fact finding session as the next step. The parties have not met since, although a fact finding session is scheduled for Nov. 12.

"That doesn't preclude the parties from continuing to meet and make progress," said Gail Coudriet, New Jersey Education Association field representative for South Jersey.

Union members indicated the board could expect similar turnouts at future meetings until a settlement is reached.
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