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Haddonfield, Moorestown, Cherry Hill have top SAT scores

By BARBARA S. ROTHSCHILD
Courier-Post Staff 
SAT scores for 2006-2007 released today for all New Jersey school districts show that the high schools that jockey annually for the top three spots in the tri-county area have done it again.
The New Jersey's 2007 State Report Card, released today with a wealth of information about every public school district in the state, shows Haddonfield Memorial High School with a combined average SAT score of 1684 out of a possible 2400 for 2006-2007, followed by Moorestown High School with 1657 and Cherry Hill East with 1645.

Haddonfield ranked 26th statewide among non-magnet schools. Countywide magnet schools claimed the top eight spots.

Eastern Camden County Regional in Voorhees, Shawnee High School in Medford, Lenape High School in Medford, Cherokee High School in Evesham, Cherry Hill High School West, Seneca High School in Tabernacle and Triton High School in Runnemede completed the top ten tri-county list.

All four Lenape Regional High School District schools made the list. Students from Medford and Medford Lakes attend Shawnee, students from Mount Laurel go to Lenape, students from Evesham attend Cherokee and students from Tabernacle, Shamong, Southampton and Woodland attend Seneca.

Only two of the top ten schools, Cherry Hill West and Seneca, gained points over the previous school year's average scores. Other averages went down.

In the top three districts, Haddonfield lost 24 points, Moorestown 50, and Cherry Hill East lost 24.

"We've leveled the playing field in Cherry Hill," said James Gallagher, the district's assistant superintendent for pre-K through 12.

Gallagher said that because Cherry Hill now pays for every sophomore and junior to take the PSAT -- shown to increase the chances of a better score on the SAT -- more students at West now take the preliminary test.

Last year, 88 percent of West seniors took the SAT, up from 81 percent the previous year. At East, 100 percent of the seniors took it in 2007, up from 98 percent in 2006.

"As more students take the test, you might see an initial drop in scores if the students who are added would be the ones who might normally score lower," said Gallagher of the East drop in scores.

The district continues to revise and refine its curriculum in both math and language arts to align with the SAT, he said. Cherry Hill has a partnership with the College Board and Superintendent David Campbell has been asked to sit on its board of directors, Gallagher said.

Carol Birnbaum, assistant superintendent for the Lenape district, said its school's scores fell at the same rate as the statewide average of seven points in math, three in verbal and three in the newest essay section.

She also attributed the drop to a greater percentage of seniors taking the test in 2007 -- 82 percent versus 77 percent the year before.

The district offers SAT prep courses in its school curriculum and will also offer prep classes this summer at all four high schools, she said.

The district also is looking for ways to encourage more students to take the PSATs. Because of failed budgets and consequent budget cuts every year, the district has not yet attempted to pay for the tests as Cherry Hill does. It is something the district would like to consider, Birnbaum said.

Pitman, which has long reigned as the top SAT scorer in Gloucester County, fell to 11th place with an average score of 1524, a drop of 66 points.

"If it were a pattern, we'd form a task force to look at it. But for now, we'll just let it stand and see what happens this year," said Esther Pacitti, assistant superintendent of curriculum, instruction and technology for the district.

"We're very proud of our students and our teachers, and know they do a lot of preparation work in math and in writing," said Pacitti, who noted that scores vary with each class that takes the SATs.

Pitman offers evening SAT prep courses to its students, she said.
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