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Come on and feel the noise, at the library

By JULIA HAYS
Courier-Post Staff 
The library might be the last place you think of as a teen hangout, but when you add guitar riffs and movie nights its not so far off.
What were once considered quiet book sanctuaries are now offering programs to engage young people and breathe new life into these community centers, librarians say.
The township library is now offering game nights, workshops and teen activity boards to middle and high school students who are looking to make new friends and have fun doing it.
Michelle Yeager, Cherry Hill Public Library's teen librarian, has sought to instill a passion for the library in community teens with new programs. Yeager, who has been the teen librarian since August, has launched a MySpace page, hosted Guitar Hero nights and movie nights and plans to offer more activities in coming months.
"We're using creative ways because the library is fun, not just a quiet place to pick out books that you have to read," said Yeager. "The library is a community place."
Cherry Hill's teen activity board helps plan activities.
"You get to make new friends. There's a bunch of kids from other schools," said Lauren Coates, 13, of Cherry Hill. "There are fun activities, like learning how to make duct tape wallets."
Coates, a seventh grader at Carusi Middle School, looks forward to the library's activity nights, especially when one of those activities is playing the popular video game, Guitar Hero.
"If you play at home you can only play with you and maybe your family," said Coates. "At the library you can find other people who like it and make new friends, compete with other people and try playing with new people."
Soon to come at the Cherry Hill library are more movie nights and Guitar Hero nights, as well as a summer reading program which will feature fun activities that will count toward rewards.
"Why wouldn't parents want to bring their kids to where teens have a say and can get involved? Teens have the power to make decisions here," said Yeager.
Coates, who enjoys spending her free time at the library, encourages her peers to swing by for some fun.
"I would highly recommend to anyone to hang out at the library."
The Cherry Hill Public Library can be found online at www.chplnj.org.
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