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E-waste finds home away from landfill in Cherry Hill

By JULIA HAYS
Courier-Post Staff 
HOW TO RECYCLE

Electronic waste and fluorescent bulbs can be recycled at the Department of Public Works at 1 Perina Blvd. from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to noon Saturdays.

These are some of the items accepted by the vendor: computers, scanners, monitors, printers, televisions, keyboards, DVD players, VCR players, stereo equipment, radios, typewriters, tape players, fax machines, answering machines, telephones, laptops, modems and mice.

Electronic items can pose a potential hazard when improperly disposed of. When disposed of in the regular trash, the items may wind up in landfills, where toxic chemicals can leak from the items into the soil and then spread into groundwater.

Calling all discarded cell phones, or any unused electronics around your house, actually.
Cherry Hill is now collecting electronic waste and compact fluorescent light bulbs.
The new e-waste recycling program is underway and looking to take those outdated gizmos out of your attic.
If every week your trash bin is filled with old computers or iPods, or you've just been hoarding your eight-track because you don't know how to dispose of it, the Department of Public Works at 1 Perina Blvd. will take them six days a week.
In its first week, the DPW collected 56 items, including an electric chain saw, an electric coffee pot and a submersible pump.
"These are all things, in one way or another, the vendor will recycle," said township spokesman Dan Keashen. "They are accepting just about anything with a plug."
The most commonly recycled items have been computers and laptops, as well as their keyboards and monitors, said DPW director Steve Musilli. People have been holding off on them because they didn't know where to put them.
The township hopes to save money and save the environment by keeping these items away from garbage trucks. Less electronic waste going to the landfill means less tonnage in the waste stream, and less chance of mercury and other harmful chemicals from leaking into the soil or water.
"Our goal is to see hazardous waste and e-waste get to the right place," said Keashen. "That's why we're doing this."
According to the Environmental Protection Agency, in 2005, used or unwanted electronics amounted to approximately 1.9 to 2.2 million tons. Of that, about 1.5 to 1.9 million tons were primarily discarded in landfills, and only 345,000 to 379,000 tons were recycled.
Earlier this year, New Jersey passed the Electronic Waste Recycling Act to make e-waste recycling mandatory. Cherry Hill seeks to get a leg up on the competition.
"This is a part of Sustainable Cherry Hill," said Keashen. "This is one of the key points in the Green Action Plan."
The 10-point Green Action Plan, a March 10 resolution introduced by Mayor Bernie Platt and unanimously passed by the township council, seeks to conserve energy by reducing Cherry Hill's carbon footprint.
The plan includes goals to increase the overall recycling rate by installing the new programs, conducting green events and educational forums, integrating fuel-efficient vehicles into the township fleet and installing solar energy panels on the roof of town hall.
"The environment is a priority," said Keashen. "And so is saving taxpayers' money."
Reach Julia Hays at (856) 486-2479 or jhays@gannett.com
